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Over 175,000 Rally
On National Mall
For ‘One Nation
Working Together’

One Nation Working Together rally on Oct. 2, 2010

BY STEVE MARSHALL
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

WASHINGTON, D.C. On Saturday, October 2 people
from all across the United
States traveled to the nation’s
capital for the hugely successful One Nation Working
Together rally. An estimated
175,000 citizens representing
different races, faiths, ages
and states gathered for
speeches and performances by
living legends and rising stars
in the progressive movement,
including NAACP President
a n d CEO Benjamin Todd
Jealous, Reverend Al
Sharpton, Harry Belafonte,
Actor Wendell Pierce, AFLCIO President Richard
Trumka and many more.
Legendary singer George
Clinton closed out the march
with a rousing performance of
“One Nation Under A
Groove.” The speakers shared
stories of struggle and hope as
well as ideas for the future,
and called for high quality
public education, justice, and

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity
Next Generation
Of Leaders, Accepting
The Responsibility

OCTOBER 7 - OCTOBER 13, 2010

an economy that produces
jobs for all Americans.
NAACP was a lead
organizer for the rally.
“I was amazed as I stood
at the podium before 175,000
people on Oct. 2, 2010. I was
ove rwhe lmed t o s ee t h e
incredible swell of support for
education, for jobs, and for
justice,” stated Jealous. “I was
also sobered, however, by the
reality – that we still have a lot
of work to do to bring that
momentum from Washington
to every state and every corner
of the country on Election Day
— Nov. 2, 2010. Jobs, justice
and education are the common
threads that tie us together,
and I have no doubt that they
will persevere come Election
Day.”
Sharpton said that the
midterm elections were like
“midterm exams” for the
nation, and encouraged the
audience to earn a passing
grade.

RALLY

continued on pg. 4

TAMPA – The Tampa
Alumni Chapter of Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Inc. inducted
twenty-five young men into the
Sigma Beta Club at Allen Temple
AME Church, Tampa, FL. The
2010-2011 Sigma Beta Club
officers are: Sigma Beta club
president - Carl Paul, senior at
Alonso High School; 1st vice
president - Adonis Bobb, senior
at St. Petersburg High School;
2nd vice president - Jordan
Young, senior at Spoto High
School; treasurer - Osmond
Winston, senior East Bay High
School; and secretary - Timothy
Spearman, sophomore at Tampa
Bay Tech High School.
In 1950 Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Inc. became the first
African-American Greek letter
organization to develop a youth
auxiliary group. Under the
direction of Dr. Parlette L. Moore
the Sigma Beta Club was
f o u n d e d . D r. M o o r e w a s
concerned about the changing
needs in our communities and
recognized the important role
that Sigma men could play in the
lives of youth. As an organization
for young male students, the
Sigma Beta Club provides its
members with an opportunity to
meet on a regular basis outside
the school atmosphere to discuss
their interest and problems. The
Sigma Beta Club members
interact with and are mentored by

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

The Tampa Alumni Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. with new inductees

collegiate and professional men
of the fraternity on a regular
basis. This relationship promotes
analytical and compassionate
thinking by exposing the membership educational advancements and how to manage life’s
challenges.
Sigma Beta Club programs
are designed to meet the needs of
its members and provide them
with an outlook needed to assimilate in society. Educational,
cultural, social, and athletic
programs are designed to
promote personal growth, selfconfidence and a sense of accom-

plishment. Community service
projects such as community
clean-up, assistance to the
elderly, and March of Dimes get
Sigma Beta Club members
involved in community development. Upon graduation, scholarships are awarded based upon
their academic success and participation in the club. The Sigma
Beta Club is managed by Alumni
Chapters of Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Inc. throughout the
United States.
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity
was founded at the campus
of Howard University in

Washington, DC on January 9,
1914. The Fraternity’s motto is
“Culture For Service and Service
F o r H u m a n i t y. ” S i n c e i t s
founding, Phi Beta Sigma has
inducted over 125,000 members
with over 650 chapters throughout the United States, The
Bahamas, Europe, Africa, Korea
and Japan. The Gamma Eta
Sigma Chapter was chartered in
Tampa in 1946. Bro. Prince
Sherwood serves as the local
chapter president and Bro. James
Jackson is the Sigma Beta Club
advisor.
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ST. PETERSBURG - These
students were honored as the
Imagine School at St.
Petersburg, Character Kids of
the Month. The trait for the
m o n t h o f S ep t em b er was
R es p o n s i b i l i t y, an d t h es e
students were Shining Stars in
exhibiting this trait. The
character trait for October is
Trustworthiness.
The teachers and staff of
Imagine School at St.
Petersburg strive to provide
many diverse learning experiences with the goal of challenging the children intellectually,
growing them socially and
guiding them toward independen t t h i n k i n g an d p ro b l em
solving.
Program information can be
obtained at their open house and
enrollment fair Sunday, Oct. 11,
from 1-3 p.m. Imagine School
St. Petersburg is located at 1950
1st Ave. N., St. Petersburg.

The student are:
Standing L-R: Xavier Mayfield, William Post, Hunter Donovan, Malik Allen,
Mario Heatley, Tawny Krogmann, Sthefania Fernandez, Danasia Veney
Sitting L-R: Cecilia Nowicki, Tere Cummings, Maya Hagar, Earmya Crain,
Aidan McDonough, Kaylan White, Marcus Everett, and Jeramiah Daniels
Not Pictured: Louisa Robles, Cecilia Neikens
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We Value History.

• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a
territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.

• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.

• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading
enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
After The March

BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA
COLUMNIST

According to the news
media “tens of thousands” of
pe o p l e a t t e n d e d t h e O n e
Nation Working Together
Rally, or the 10.2.10 March,
that was held at the Lincoln
Memorial on October 2, 2010.
I would have liked to been
there, but Bennett College for
Women held our own mobilization, a weekend that celebrated new buildings, new
en e rg y, o u r F r i e n d s a n d
Family Weekend, a phenomen a l p l a y, a m a g n i f i c e n t
donation of art to our Steele
Hall Gallery, and so many
other moments of celebration.
Still, there were more than a
dozen Bennett students and
faculty, including Professor
Karla McLucas, and senior
star Erica Harris, on the bus
from Greensboro present at the
march.
It seems that some folks
are drawing a line in the sand,
saying “no more,” being firm
and focused on issues of social
and economic justice. It’s
important to affirm the fact that
we will never go back. The day
after people gathered in
Washington, Bennett College
celebrated its Founders’ Day
with an address from former
U.S. Ambassador to South
Africa, Dr. James A. Joseph,
who spoke about activism and
oscillation, about the way
rivers weave and wind their
way through our consciousness. Dr. Joseph told Bennett
women that we have an obligation to be activists, and he put
activism in perspective.
There is an urgency in
election 2010. This mid-term
election’s results will make a
difference in the many ways
people engage in political

discourse. President Obama
has worked very hard to move
our nation forward. It hasn’t
been easy, nor perfect, but the
progress has been undeniable.
At the same time, there are
these Tea Party people who
ha v e b e e n v o c a l i n t h e i r
attempt to move our nation
backward. They say it is about
policy, but often it appears to
be related to race, and too
many African-Americans have
such mixed feelings that we
are silent about the nonsense.
So m e A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s
wa n t t o b e p o s t - r a c i a l t o
conform to the tone of the
times. Others are clear that
post-racialism is an ineffective
construct when AfricanAmericans and whites experience such different economic
realities – double the unemployment rate, less than a tenth
of the wealth, and so on.
The Oct. 2, 2010 March on
Washington signaled a résistance to the likes of Glen Beck
and the forces that would turn
the clock back. There was
energy and enthusiasm that
was not fully reflected in
media reporting of the day.
The question that begs to be
answered revolves around
post-mobilization activity.
What happens after the
March?
The purpose of the March
was to engage folk in the
outcome of the November
elections, which hinges on
turnout. Will the people who
were excited enough to vote
for change in 2008 return to the
polls to maintain a change
agenda in 2010? Will the Tea
Party enthusiasm overwhelm
the momentum of the Obama
administration? Did the March
light anybody’s fire? Will those
fired up return to their homes
to speak to a change agenda?
The Shirley Chisholm
Presidential Accountability

Commission (a project of the
Institute for the Black World;
full disclosure – I’m a
member) held a meeting at the
Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation Legislative
Forum, and honored Coalition
of Black Trade Unionist leader
Bill Lucy for his legislative
work. In accepting his award,
Lucy spoke to the many ways
economic empowerment
occurs and noted that
President Obama has altered
the social contract as much as
Pr e s i d e n t R o o s e v e l t h a s
because of health care legislation. Lucy indicated that this
phenomenal accomplishment
is one that deserves to be
a ff i r m e d i n t h e m i d - t e r m
election vote.
People will make a choice
about forward movement or
backward energy, and we will
make that choice a month from
now. Some will choose to stay
home, avoiding choice, but
making the default choice to
allow others to determine their
fate. Last Saturday’s march was
about momentum, energy,
excitement. It’s a spirit that can
be used to move us forward.
In his address at Bennett
C o l l e g e f o r Wo m e n ,
Ambassador James A. Joseph
quoted Langston Huges, our
poet whose fealty to our
nation’s ideals is legendary. In
1938, Esquire Magazine
published “Let America Be
America Again, which
included the line, “O, yes, I
say it plain, America never
was America to me, and yet I
swear this oath — America
will be!” Langston Hughes
embraced the ideal of
America, an ideal that we have
to opportunity to reclaim with
our voter participation on
November 2, 2010. What will
we do after the march? If we
don’t vote, we repudiate its
energy and ideals.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
District Seeks Parent Input On
New Achievement Plan

PINELLAS COUNTY-The
Pinellas County school district
will host two community forums
to gain input from parents and
community members about the
superintendent’s
proposed
student achievement plan. The
forums will be held Tuesday, Oct.
12, 7-8:30 p.m. at Countryside
High School auditorium, 3000
SR 580, Clearwater; and
Wednesday, Oct. 13, 7-8:30 p.m.
at Gibbs High School auditorium,
850 34 St. S, St. Petersburg.
Superintendent Julie Janssen,
Deputy Superintendent Jim
Madden, and several board
members are expected to attend.
The discussion will focus on
several recommendations of the
plan: Creating a PreK-8 district
that focuses on high expectations
and accountability for all
students, including a recommendation for mandatory school

uniforms, creating research and
development schools in partnership with colleges and universities, supporting a pure Montessori
program and creating PreK-2
centers and grades 3-5 centers at
selected schools.
Also, creating additional elementary and secondary fundamental seats, establishing a ninthgrade center at each high school,
creating
a
middle
years
International Baccalaureate (IB)
program for middle schools,
creating additional IB Diploma
seats at the high school level and
establishing a high school
Advanced
International
Certificate of Education (AICE)
Program.
There’s even talk of
expanding gifted opportunities
for exiting middle school student,
expanding Advancement Via
Individual Determination (AVID)

program at all middle and high
schools, expanding virtual school
opportunities at all levels and
maximizing career and technical
opportunities for all students.
Superintendent
Janssen
proposed the plan at a recent
school board workshop. The
comprehensive plan embodies
changes in curriculum, instruction, culture, structure and
support. Recommendations are
subject to school board approval
and not all changes will be implemented in the 2011-2012 school
year.
Parents and community
members are encouraged to
attend a forum. District staff
members will provide details
about the plan and answer
questions. Additional information is also available on the
district www.pcsb.org under PCS
News.

2010 St. Petersburg Times
Festival Of Reading

ST. PETERSBURG— The
18th Annual St. Petersburg Times
Festival of Reading is scheduled
for Saturday, October 23, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the University of
South Florida St. Petersburg. This
free festival is a celebration of
literacy- featuring nationally
renowned authors, book signings,
panel discussions and a variety of
entertainment. The USF St.
Petersburg campus is located in
downtown St. Petersburg, and
attendees may utilize campus and
downtown parking, giving easy
access to all events throughout the
day.

The Times Festival of
Reading has drawn an annual
attendance of approximately
5,000 book lovers through the
course of its history. Past authors
have included bestsellers such as:
Carl Hiassen, Michael Connelly,
Dennis
Lehane,
Candace
Bushnell, R.L. Stine and Arianna
Huffington. To date, over 45
authors are confirmed to appear at
the 2010 Festival. In addition to
the author appearances, there will
be an extensive Book Market,
food and drink concessions, and
family activities. The complete
line-up of authors and activities

will be posted on www.festivalofreading.com and also published
in a special section in the St.
Petersburg Times on Thursday,
October 21, 2010.
At this time, organizers are
seeking booksellers and vendors
of literacy-related merchandise to
be part of the Book Market.
Applications can be downloaded
from the Times Festival of
Reading Web site at www.festivalofreading.com or requested by
leaving a name, address and
phone number on the Festival of
Reading information line at (727)
892-2358.

District Seeks
Young Hero Nominations

ST. PETERSBURG - Now
in its’ fourth year, the Pinellas
County Schools’ Young Hero
Award is open for nominations.
The district has honored 18
Young Heroes since this awardwinning recognition program
began in 2007. Three more
students will join the honorees
this fall. The district selects
three winners (one elementary,
one middle and one high school
student) per each semester.
This
award
spotlights
students who have shown
academic
achievement,
community involvement or

strength of character. It’s also a
way for our community to know
about our students and to offer
assistance to our Young Heroes.
In return, many lives are
touched through their stories
and are inspired to “push on” for
their own personal goals and
achievements.
Thanks to the generosity of
Robert McIntyre, chairman and
CEO of DITEK, the Young
Heroes Award recipients will
receive a $500 Savings Bond.
Winning students will be recognized through video, print and
web and will be introduced at

the Jan. 25, 2011, school board
meeting.
Any K-12 student who lives
in Pinellas County and attends a
public school is eligible for the
award. Nominations may come
from parents, teachers, principals,
coaches,
volunteers,
SAC/PTA
members,
or
members of the community.
To get a nomination form,
visit the district website,
www.pcsb.org under “PCS
News” or call the communications office at (727) 588-6122.
The nomination deadline is
Nov. 19, 2010.

DIMMITT LUXURY PREOWNED

2001 Mitsubishi
Eclipse Spyder GT
White/Blk, Auto,
Leather, 47K mi.

$9,995

2006 Ford Freestyle
Limited V6 Burg/Gray,
Leather, Alloys, 3rd row,
41K mi.

$16,995

2007 Cadillac CTS
V6, Auto, Leather, Low
Miles, 6 in stock,
from

$19,995

2006 Lexus RX330

Beige/Tan, Leather,
Sunroof, Alloys, 43K mi.
Like New.

$23,995

2003 Cadillac
CTS

2002 Chrysler
Sebring

White/Tan, Auto,
Leather, Alloys, 43K mi.

Limited Beige/Tan, Leather,
Chrome wheels, 55K mi.

$13,995

$10,995

2008 Mazda Miata
MX-5 GT

2005 Cadillas CTS

Blue/Tan, Auto, Leather,
18” Wheels, Spoiler,
49K mi.

White/Saddle, Auto, Leather,
17” Wheels, Padle Shift, 49K

$17,995

$16,995

2007 Chevy
Equinox LS

2004 Cadillac
CTS

Burg/ Gray, Auto, Full
Power, Alloy Wheels,
30K mi.

Silver/Gray, V-6, Auto,
Alloys, Leather, 50K mi.

2010 Chevy
Malibu LT

2009 Nissan
Cube Krome

$15,995

$15,995

Beige/Tan, Auto,
Full Power, Chrome
Wheels, 16K mi.

Auto, Full Power, Rockford
Fosgate Stereo, 4,817 miles

$17,995

$18,995

2007 Chevy
Silverado LT1500

2008 Ford Mustang
GT Coupe

2007 Cadillac SRX

2007 Toyota Sequoia

$19,995

$21,995

$22,995

$23,995

Extended cab 4x4, V8,
Chrome wheels, sliding rear
window, 34K mi.

2007 SAAB 9.3
Areo Conv.

Smoke/Gray, Auto, Chrome
Wheels, 38K mi. cert.

$24,995

Red/Blk, Auto, Leather,
Chrome Wheels, 18K mi.

DIMMITT

Paint Seal, Interior Leather Protection & Carpet

Call Mike Hughes

727-450-7446

2008 Volvo V-70

2008 Cadillac CTS

$24,995

$28,995

Wagon, 3.2 Beige/Tan,
Leather, Alloys, Auto, 40K
mi. Like New.

FREE Environmental Package
with Pre-Owned Purchase $399 Value!

V-6 Auto, Leather,
Alloys, 3 in stock,
Cert from

Beige/Tan, Leather,
Sunroof, 20” Wheels,
NAVI, Cert.

2 WD, V8, SR5,
Silver/Gray, 3rd Row
43K mi.

2008 Cadillac DTS

Performance Luxury,
Sunoof, NAVI, 20” Chrome
Wheels 35K mi. cert.

$35,995

Certified Pre-Owned Cadillac Advantage:

6-yr./100K MI. Limited Warranty Coverage • Meets Mechanical &
Appearance Cert. Standards • All Applicable Cadillac Ownr Privileges

25191 US 19 North • Clearwater
www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Business Of The Week:
Custom Print
With A Gospel Spin

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

GULFPORT - Promoting
the gospel of Jesus Christ
through scriptures is what
motivates Minister Richard
Guess along with wife and
partner Diana at their business,
God's Property Custom Design
T-Shirts, Inc. There are selected
scriptures printed in different
areas on the floor for shoppers
inspiration and reflection.
"We're basically in business
to spread the gospel with custom
designed T-shirts," Minister
Richard Guess said. "Customers,
especially young people, can
keep their fashions while incorporating something that represents Jesus Christ and scriptures.
This is another avenue to
promote awareness of the Bible
and the scriptures."
In addition to custom
designed T-Shirts, the store
provides custom design for hats,
towels, silk scarfs and car flags.
The printing is done at the store
and made affordable to the
consumers. Notary service is
also available if needed.
"Our business is more of an
outreach ministry than a business
in that we use this opportunity to
comfort and encourage people,
especially for memorials," Guess
said. "We get a chance to speak
with a lot of young people and
provide some direction about
lifestyle choices, goal setting and
how they select friends and

people to hang around."
Guess is a member of
Beulah Baptist Institutional
Church in Tampa with Pastor
James Favorite. Guess serves as
minister of music and explains
why he and wife Diana started
this business.
"I love the Lord more than
anything and I want to promote
the gospel of Jesus Christ,"
Guess said. In the future he plans
to start classes on training young
people to become entrepreneurs
by using scriptures.
Guess was born and raised in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and
moved to St. Petersburg in 1982.
He graduated from South
Philadelphia High School and
attended college at Harrisburg
Area Community College. He
continued
his
educational
pursuits by attending classes at
PTEC for data entry and St.
Petersburg Junior College,
where he studied child care.
Guess has been in the music
ministry for the past 10-years. He
is also the current host of the
"Evening of Praise and Worship"
music show that airs on WRXB
1590 AM radio every Sunday, 810 p.m.
The business is open to the
general public and located at
4928 Gulfport Blvd. South,
Gulfport, FL and the contact
number is 727-323-3468. The
store is open Monday through
Saturday and customers should
call for hours of operation. Many
organizations have been served
by God's Property including

Minister Richard Guess

churches, little league foot ball
leagues, schools and franchises.
Guess explains that although
the business has been operating
for the past two years it has not
generated the type of big revenue
we expected, However, the
rewards comes from having the
opportunity to minister to
members of the community.
"By planting the seed you
might not see the results until
further down the road, but I
believe that if we continue to
plant, the results generated from
helping people get from point A
to point B, will mean more to me
than silver and gold," Guess
said. "To know that you have
touched someone's life is a great
reward and benefit. Sometimes
they call or come back and let us
know that because of the
ministry and prayer they
recieved at our store, their lives
were changed for the better."
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Volunteers Help Stem
Problems Of Marine Debris
HILLSBOROUGH - While
cleanup efforts of the oil spill in
th e Gulf continue, Ke ep
Hillsborough County Beautiful
volunteers waged its own war on
ocean pollution by participating
in the 25th Annual International
Coastal Cleanup.
More than 4,400 volunteers
picked up litter and debris at 40
sites, which included 133 miles
of shorelines, rivers and lakes
during the cleanup on Sept. 25,
collecting an estimated 62,000
pounds of trash and 2,125
pounds of recyclables. Check-in
for the event began at 8 a.m., and
the cleanup took place from 8:30
a.m. to noon. In addition, several
of Keep Hillsborough County
Beautiful’s Adopt-A-Road
groups took to the streets to pick
up litter and prevent it from
getting in the waterways.
Among the more unusual
items found were a ceiling fan,
Asian sword cover, toilet,
Christmas tree, port-o-let, baby
high chair, tiki torch and truck
bed liner.
Volunteers also found some
unfortunate casualties due to
people’s carelessness. Blue
crabs were found at Apollo

Beach entangled in nets as well
as horseshoe crabs entangled in
plastic and fishing line at Ben T.
Davis Beach.
“Fortunately, we saw a
decrease in the number of
animals found entangled in
debris this year,” said KHCB
Executive Director Christine
Commerce. “Unfortunately,
thousands of animals lose their
lives every year because of
people’s carelessness.”
Courtney Campbell
Causeway boasted the highest
turnout with 951 volunteers
along with an additional 70 volunteers from the Tampa Bay
Parrot Head Club as well as 50
volunteers at Ben T. Davis
Beach. The highest volume of
trash came from Causeway
Boulevard, where 170 volunteers collected an estimated
13,820 pounds of trash.
High school and middle
school students, Boy and Girl
Scout Troops, businesses,
families, and more were among
the volunteers at the cleanup.
Many students took advantage
of the volunteer opportunity to
earn some community service
hours or extra credit.

In addition to collecting
trash, volunteers marked their
finds on data cards, which are
used to track the types of debris
that are found and their sources
to better educate the public.
The International Coastal
Cleanup, which originated in
Texas, has grown into a
worldwide event, coordinated
by The Ocean Conservancy.
Keep Hillsborough County
B eau t i fu l co o rd i n at es t h e
Coastal Cleanup on a local level.
Last year, more than 3,100 volunteers cleaned 110 miles of
shoreline and 435 acres collecting 65,959 pounds of trash in
Hillsborough County alone.
“We had a tremendous outpouring of support from the
c o m m u n i t y t h i s y e a r, ”
Commerce said. “With an additional 1,300 volunteers we
collected less trash, which
shows we are making a difference in reducing the amount of
trash that plagues our environment.”
For more information on
how to get involved with Keep
Hillsborough County Beautiful,
visit www.khcbonline.org or call
(813) 960-5121.

RALLY

that they represented a
movement to “continue to
fight for the change we voted
for in 2008.” It is so good to
see people come together for a
worthy cause. It’s refreshing
to know that such an august
body of citizens would set

aside time to show their
concern regarding poignant
issues in our country.
Thank you for reading, and
I hope you have enjoyed your
time OUT AND ABOUT
W/Steve.

continued from front page
Thousands also attended a
One Nation rally the same day
in Los Angeles. Actor Danny
Glover told the diverse crowd

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE No. 00-5661-CI-21
WILLIAM CROWLEY, by and for his minor son, AKWETE OSOKA, and on behalf of all others similarly situated,
Plaintiffs,
v.
THE PINELLAS COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD, et al.,
Defendants.
_____________________________________________/
IMPORTANT CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT NOTICE
TO:

ALL PARENTS OR LEGAL GUARDIANS OF PRESENT OR FUTURE BLACK STUDENTS WHO ARE
OR MAY BE ATTENDING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN PINELLAS COUNTY.

1. On June 30, 2004, the Circuit Court for Pinellas County certified as a class all present and future black students of the
Pinellas County school system. This case alleges that disproportionately large numbers of black students have experienced
substantial academic difficulties in the Pinellas County School System. The case further alleges that, pursuant to the Florida
Constitution and the Florida Educational Equity Act, the Pinellas County School System must establish, maintain and operate programs that meet the needs of its students. Because a substantial disparity exists between the performance of black
and non-black students in Pinellas County, Plaintiffs contend that the Pinellas County School District has failed to meet these
obligations.
2. A preliminary settlement has been reached in this case. As part of this proposed settlement, the Concerned Organizations
for Quality Education of Black Students (“COQEBS”) shall be substituted as the Plaintiff, and certain actions will be undertaken by the Pinellas County School District in its efforts to close the achievement gap. COQEBS will have certain duties
and responsibilities to monitor the School District’s compliance with the settlement and to resolve any disputes regarding this
non-compliance through an alternative dispute resolution process.
3. Full details of the settlement can be found by reviewing the filings of the parties in the court file or by reviewing the documents maintained by the Pinellas County School Board on its website.
4. The Parties have entered into a Settlement Agreement. Pursuant to Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.220(e), notice of
any proposed settlement must be given to all members of the class and the Court must approve the settlement after notice
and hearing. The proposed Settlement involves no monetary payment to class members.
5. The Court has preliminarily approved the Settlement Agreement. The Court will hold a Final Hearing on October 27,
2010, at 8:30 a.m., in front of the Honorable Judge Allan at the address below. Because this is a matter of significant public interest, class members, and others, will have an opportunity to speak at the Final Approval Hearing. Any person desiring to speak will be limited to three (3) minutes provided that any such person seeking to speak at the Final Approval
Hearing shall submit a written request to the Court and Counsel at least ten (10) days prior to the Final Hearing summarizing the points that they wish to make at the Final Approval Hearing. The written notice should be addressed to:
Honorable Linda R. Allan, Pinellas County Courthouse, 315 Court Street, Room 473, Clearwater, FL 33756
and copied to:
Class Counsel, Guy M. Burns, 403 East Madison St, Suite 400, Tampa, FL 33602
Defendants’ Counsel, James Robinson, Pinellas County School Board, 301 4th Street Southwest, Largo, FL 33770
and
William A. Kebler, 501 First Avenue North, Suite 900, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
6. The proposed settlement of this case does not involve nor provide for the payment of money to any student, parent
or legal guardian.
DO NOT CALL THE COURT OR CLERK REGARDING THIS NOTICE.
ISSUED BY ORDER OF: THE HONORABLE LINDA R. ALLAN
Circuit Court Judge, Sixth Judicial Circuit, Pinellas County, Florida

The Omega Legacy Continues

BY TOM PACKER
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG – On
Saturday Sept. 25, Eta Rho
Chapter, Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity joined with other
community volunteers to
install a playground at the USFYWCA. The men of Omega
came out in force to lend their
hands and backs to a muchneeded project that will benefit
both children and parents that
receive services from this
nationally recognized organization. Eta Rho became associated
with the YWCA through a
special assignment started by
the newly initiated brothers

during the months of May and
June and has continued the
chapter’s involvement to date.
Eta Rho, was honored by having
the recently formed Quettes, the
wife’s and sweethearts of the

brother’s work by their sides in
completing the task. Special
thanks to Brother Derek Cooper
and the new initiates’ for their
leadership role in seeing the
mission through to completion.

Louis Hardin AKA Moondog

Even to this day, folks
chuckle and shake their heads
in disbelief when I mention the
name Moondog. In fact, I’ve
always anticipated that type of
reaction
because
that’s
basically the same reaction I
gave when I first heard about
this strange character called
Moondog.
My exposure to the blind
musician
Moondog
first
occurred one evening while
listening to the local jazz
station. My buddies and I were
listening to the music and conversing about whatever guys’
converse about. I do remember
we were listening to bebop, and
Cannonball and brother Nat’s
outright funky tune “A Night In
Bohemia” when traffic sounds
caught my attention … automobile horns blowing, people
talking, but not clear enough to
be understood. Then, all of us
seemed to realize just about at
the same time that the DJ
hadn’t announced the name of
the tune (if it was a tune being
played) nor the album.
By now, if it were not for
the sounds of traffic and people
talking, you could have heard a
pin drop. After about 3 or 5
minutes
we
heard
a
policeman’s whistle blow,
maracas began to shake rhythmically, and it seemed as
though
someone
was
strumming on one string of a
guitar or instrument similar to a
guitar. I remember saying out
loud to my buddies, “Man,
that’s really way out. I wonder
who that is.”
We later learned the sounds
were those being made by
“Moondog.” Almost no one

had ever heard of Moondog
then and almost no one has
heard of him now. Moondog
was to say the least, weird, but
if you said you dug him and
were into his music, you were
considered to be “cool.” Go
figure!
Delving into whatever I
could find out about Moondog,
I found out his real name was
Louis Hardin, from Kansas.
His father was a preacher, and
they say that as a child he used
to hang around with Indian
chiefs in Montana (where he
and his parents moved). Also,
he used to perform with the
Indian chiefs in their drum ceremonies. He went on to study
music
composition,
and
somewhere along the line he
changed his name to Moondog,
relocated to New York City,
and hung out in midtown. I
never saw Moondog in person,
only in photos and on the cover
of his one LP record album that
I own, but I understand that his
usual attire was that of a Viking
warrior.
In all likelihood, none of
you reading this article have
ever heard Moondog’s music.
Like I said, I own only one LP
album of his, and have never
seen any others (though I know
he has performed on other
LP’s.) Moondog’s music is not
something I would listen to in
the place of a Miles Davis,
Coltrane, Monk, or Dizzy CD.
He recorded on the Prestige
jazz label in the 1950’s. Most
of the albums recorded were
low-key repetitions on piano
and drum with flute. Usually,
there was a foundation of
orchestral mishmash going on

mixed together with the street
noise and traffic sounds that I
mentioned before. In one of the
jazz magazines I subscribe to I
once read that when Moondog
eliminates the strange noise and
the beating with his hand-made
instrument, he demonstrates a
talent for achieving tone
qualities along with sad, but
beautiful, melodies.
A quote by Moondog
which I thought to be pretty
slick was about the way he
dressed. He said “I do not dress
the way I do to attract attention,
I attract attention because I
dress the way I do.” Needless to
say, I have enjoyed immeasurably learning about Moondog,
and I have even enjoyed his far
out music which I found to be
quite clever, and at times rather
humorous. Plus, he certainly
couldn’t have been too bad, if
he had friends like Charlie
Parker, Benny Goodman, and
Leonard Bernstein.
Anyway, I thought I would
write something about this
unique character and musician,
who unfortunately passed away
in 1999. If you have an opportunity to hear or purchase one
of his albums, by all means, do
so. I honestly believe you’ll be
glad you did.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website
at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aolcom. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gwenetta Martin – Choreographer
At Sanderlin Center

ST. PETERSBURG - It
probably wouldn’t be all that
unusual to find Gwenetta Martin
spontaneously working out dance
moves or coming up with lyrics on
the spot. That’s what she does.
Martin is an energetic young
woman in her early twenties with a
true love for music and dance. After
just a few minutes with her, it’s
clear she takes her job, teaching
cheerleading and dance to young
kids, seriously.
“I’m loving what I do,” she
said. “I have to do it. It’s a passion
it’s not just a hobby of mine it’s
something that I just … I love to
do.”
Mar tin attende d 74th
Elementary School and Baypoint
Middle School.
”Before they rebuilt it,” she
laughs. “It was a mess.”
Martin later went to St.
Petersburg High School. Listening
to her talk, you’d think you were
hearing the words of an older
woman as she describes the many
years she’s spent teaching others to
move in the right directions.
But Martin has simply packed
a lot of experience into her years.
She and a friend started a hip-hop
dance team in high school.
“We had that team for years,”
she said.
Martin comes by her talents
honestly since she was born into a
family of entertainers. Her mom
was a dancer for Lionel Ritchie and
Archie Bell and her sister had a
dance team in Germany where her
military father was stationed. That
was back in the days of the “Pop
and Lock.”
Martin has been teaching at the
James B. Sanderlin Family Center

for three years. She also created the
Kali Kali Girls, a dance group of
girls ages 13 and up. This year she
formed another dance group for
girls between the ages of 7 and 12.
They’re called MKG (Mini Kali
Girls) and are like the little sisters to
the Kali Kali crew.
Martin is also making her mark
as a rap artist. Known as “Miss
Netta” she recently earned a spot
for a live performance on BETs 106
& Park. That show is set to air
nationally Wednesday, October 20.
Her dance team travels all over
St. Petersburg and the state performing in (and winning) talent
shows, fashion shows and the like.
When not teaching, Martin
says she tries to get the girls
involved in other activities. She
says they often go to tumbling
classes or the mall together to help
build and strengthen a sisterly bond.
Martin embraces her place as
role model to younger girls.
“I feel like every young
woman or young lady should be a
role model in her community,” she
said. “It’s a positive thing. It’s a
necessary thing.”
In a brightly lit space that has a
small resemblance of the dance
school room in the movie
“Flashdance” Martin is at home.
The large windows on either side of
the long room glow with sunlight as
the sound of the air conditioner
hums in the background.
At the front of the room a
worn, brown lectern stands empty.
A double row of fluorescent light
fixtures travel down the ceiling
broken up only by two ceiling fans
in the center of the rows.
“We usually come in here and
we have another room,” Martin

said.
The other room
where Martin teaches is
just as large and bright.
In one corner, a large
rug sets the boundaries
of what looks like a
reading space. Today,
the area is littered with
backpacks and other
items dropped in place
by the girls.
Martin works twice
a week in front of a
group of about 30
young girls at the
Gwenetta Martin choreographing
Sanderlin Center. Her
dance moves for after-school
program at the Sanderlin Center.
petite frame might make
it difficult to pick her out
“Yes,” the child said.
among her young students. After
Again and again, the kids work
rows are formed and the music on the routine. Martin assists each
starts though, it’s quite clear who’s girl in the learning process.
in charge.
“Five, six; five, six, seven,
“From the top!” Martin said.
eight … kick … kick,” she said.
Martin turns on the stereo as “Do it again.”
the girls get ready to start by
“Where do we start?” another
forming three long rows. Ahip-hop child asked.
beat fills the room. She demon“From here,” Martin said.
strates the first part of the routine for “Step kick … step kick.”
the kids to learn, then it’s their turn
Some of the girls feign exhausto try it.
tion but the laughter and smiles
“Ready? Five, six; five, six, gave them away.
seven, eight … ,” she said.
“One more time,” Martin said.
Each row dances in sync to the
She actually said that three
music performing the steps times but the kids didn’t seem to
perfectly. It’s clear the girls are mind. They’re just continued to
having fun. After the first part is have fun.
learned, the sounds of laughter and
Neighborhood News Bureau
talking begin to rise among them.
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
“Quiet down,” Martin said.
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
Bringing the girls back into undergraduate and graduate
focus, Martin demonstrates the students. NNB serves the USF St.
second part of the routine.
Petersburg campus and the sur“Oh … it’s a double,” one child rounding community. Please call
said.
us at 727-327-2129 to report your
“Yeah it’s a double,” Martin community news, or email
answers. “Got it?” she asked.
lclevela@mail.usf.edu.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, Oct. 9 - Fire Prevention Block Party. St.
Petersburg Fire and Rescue celebrates National Fire
Prevention Week 2010. Fire Prevention fun and educational activities at Vinoy Park, 701 North Shore Drive N.E., 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is free. The public can stroll
through Safety Village and this year's Block Party also
features fire trucks and vehicles on display, inflatable
games, fire and rescue demonstrations, a helicopter
landing courtesy of Bayflite, K-9 demonstrations, free food
and drinks, and more. Call St. Petersburg Fire and Rescue
Prevention Division, 727-893-7218, for more information.
Thursday, Oct. 14 - The Royal Theater would like to
extend an invitation to the community and art lovers alike to
view the exhibition “Facing The Sounds of Jazz” by Diane
Gugliotta, an established Florida artist and activist, at the
Royal Gallery, 1011 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, with a free
exhibit reception from 6-9 p.m. Refreshments will be
served. RSVP to 727-327-6556, ext. 11.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Skin care packed with multiple
benefits. Special offers you
don’t want to miss. Free
samples so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal
delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get
all your skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

START YOUR OWN BUSINESS!
LET ME SHOW YOU HOW!
VERY LOW START UP COST!
NO employees • NO collections • NO inventory
NO quotas • NO income limits

R. Jonathan Davis, Business Owner
Email: rjdavis14@yahoo.com
Phone: 727-460-7155

Or simply shop here, save and get cash back …
SaveStar7.com

NEW LOCATION

4940 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

727-321-6600
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN &
DR. CHRISTINE MANZELLA
Board Certified Optometric Physicians

FOR A LIMITED TIME!
15% OFF ONE SERVICE OR
PRODUCT WITH THIS AD
OR REGISTER FOR A DRAWING FOR ONE PAIR OF
DESIGNER SUNGLASSES!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com
Senior Attorney
Phone: 727-512-8261 • krubin@rubinslaw.com Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

WE PAY CASH FOR JUNK CARS!
We buy cars, trucks and vans.
Bad engine,
bad transmission,
wrecks, blown heads.

We pay CASH on the
spot with FREE pick up.
Call LB
727-253-7068

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

EARN MONEY NOW
FOR THE UPCOMING HOLIDAYS!
Sell Advertising Space In The Weekly Challenger!

Call (727) 896-2922

The following jobs are currently available:
• Academic Program Specialist (2 positions: #5804 & #17655)
• Fiscal and Business Assistant (#7266)
• Staff Assistant (#4377)
For information regarding the above jobs, please go to:

https://employment.usf.edu
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.
Welcoming…Diverse…Inclusive

WWW .T HE WEEKLY CHALLENGER .COM

CLASSIFIED
C E L E B R I T Y K I D S C L U B is a non-discrimatory school
that is seeking a bid for catering service for a child care
center. If interested, please call 727-698-7391.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Petersburg Business
Assistance Center’s Business
Training Schedule

ST. PETERSBURG - The
St.
Petersburg
Business
Assistance Center (BAC)
offers free business training
and counseling sessions to
assist emerging and existing
small businesses with business
development. We are located
at 440 2nd Avenue North. For
further information, call (727)
893-7146 or visit our website at
http://www.stpete.org/bac.
Business
Counseling
sessions by:
SCORE “Counselors to
America’s Small Business”Tuesdays, October 12, 19, and
26; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and,
Thursday, October 14 and 28;
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Florida Small Business
Development Center at USF Wednesdays, October 13, 20,
and 27; 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Business Workshops:
BAC Training Schedule – 3
How to do Business with
the City of St. Petersburg
workshop by City of St.
Petersburg’s
Purchasing
Department; Monday, October
11, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
How to Research and Write
Your Business Plan workshop
by Florida Small Business

Development Center at USF;
Wednesday, October 13, 5:30
p.m. to 8 p.m.
How to Make Your
Business Thrive, Not Just
Survive workshop by SCORE
“Counselors to America’s
Small Business”; Thursday,
October 14, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Introduction to Business
Financing session provided by
the
Small
Business
Administration (SBA) and the
Tampa Bay Black Business
Investment
Corporation
(TBBBIC); Tuesday, October
19, 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Business Start-up Basics
workshop
by
SCORE
“Counselors to America’s
Small Business”; Tuesday,
October 19, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Legal Structures workshop
by SCORE “Counselors to
America’s Small Business”;
Wednesday, October 20, 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m.
Disaster Preparedness for
Small
Business
Owners
workshop by St. Petersburg
Fire Rescue and the Small
Business
Administration
(SBA); Thursday, October 21,
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
City
Services
and

Incentives
for
Business
Owners and Startups workshop
by the City of St. Petersburg’s
Planning
and
Economic
Development
Department;
Monday, October 25, 6 p.m. to
7 p.m.
SBA
Programs
and
Services/Recovery
Act
Stimulus - Access to Capital
workshop by the Small
Business
Administration
(SBA); Tuesday, October 26, 6
p.m. to 8 p.m.
Web Design & Hosting
(recommended prerequisites:
Marketing, Advertising, and
Effective Use of the Computer
in Small Business) workshop
by SCORE “Counselors to
America’s Small Business”;
Wednesday, October 27, 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. This workshop has a
$20 fee. Visit www.scorepinellas.org to register.
Intellectual
Property
Anyone? workshop provided
by SCORE “Counselors to
America’s Small Business”;
Thursday, October 28, 6 p.m. to
8 p.m.
To register or for further
information,
call
(727)
8937146.

PLEASE Support Our ADVERTISERS
LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Dr. Walter E. Massey

Born in
1938
in
Hattiesburg,
Mississippi,
Massey
displayed as
a child an
unusual aptitude for mathematics.
He recalled to Tim Beardsley in
Scientific American, "There was
just something about sitting down
and working through problems."
His felicity with numbers earned
him, in the middle of high school, a
Ford Foundation fellowship to
Morehouse College in Atlanta. He
began studying theoretical physics
because it gave him the chance to
rise above the discrimination he
had witnessed as a youth growing
up in the segregated South of the
1940s and 1950s. "So much
depends on what people think of
you," he related to Irwin Goodwin
in Physics Today. "In theoretical
physics, no one reading your papers
would know if you were black or
white. There's no such thing as
black physics."
In 1954 Walter E. Massey had
just completed the tenth grade.

Although he had yet to take a single
course in chemistry or advanced
algebra or trigonometry, his precocious skills in mathematics earned
him an immediate scholarship to
college at the age of 16. Two weeks
after arriving on the campus of
Morehouse College, Massey called
his mother and pleaded with her to
take him home; she refused.
He continued his schooling,
persevered, and, guided by the
wisdom and understanding of
faculty mentors, achieved levels of
success largely unimagined during
his initial unfocused days as a
college freshman: a doctorate in
physics; full professorships at
Brown University and the
University of Chicago; directorship
of Argonne National Laboratory,
one of the nation's largest energy
research and development laboratories; leadership positions in many
professional scientific organizations; government administrative
positions, including a seat on the
U.S. President's Council of
Advisors on Science and
Technology and the directorship of
the National Science Foundation,

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars

Lawson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025
Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and
service counts!

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

CALL
813-405-5520

both under President George Bush;
appointment to the number two
administrative post within the
University of California system;
and presidency of his alma mater in
1995, among other achievements.
In choosing theoretical physics
as his academic specialty, Massey
pursued a somewhat solitary discipline. Throughout his distinguished
career, however, he has been
anything but cloistered, working
instead to open the world of science
to others. As an educator, a
scientist, and an administrator,
Massey has advocated the need for
academic mentors to help draw in
and then support students-especially minorities and women-in
pursuing a career in science and
engineering. He has also pushed for
a closer link between educational
institutions and industry that would
allow for the safe and speedy incorporation of technological advances
into everyday life, as well as for a
more pervasive and intensive
science education in American
schools that would raise individual
literacy and enhance the country's
economic competitiveness.

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

31 50 22
PICK OF THE WEEK!
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Early Bye Give Bucs
Chance To Prepare Blount, Benn
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that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed
in the following cities:

St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Tampa
Largo • Tarpon Springs • Safety Harbor
Bradenton

The Weekly Challenger
Published weekly on Thursdays by
The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922
LOCAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year
SINGLE COPY
50 cents

ATTENTION POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to
The Weekly Challenger
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?

If you have not received your paper
during delivery, phone (727) 896-2922

BY FRED GOODALL

Coach Raheem Morris

TAMPA (AP) - One is a rookie
free agent best known for
punching an opposing player after
a game, and the other is a secondround draft pick who’s had difficulty getting on the field the first
three weeks of the NFL season.
The Tampa Bay Buccaneers
are hoping that, together, running
back LeGarrette Blount and
receiver Arrelious Benn can spark
an offense that’s in need of players
who can help young quarterback
Josh Freeman flourish.
While
teams
typically
welcome bye weeks to give
injured players a chance to rest,
the Bucs used an earlier-thanusual break to focus on preparing
Blount, Benn and other inexperienced players they need to take on
expanded roles.
Blount is the former Oregon
star who went undrafted after
being suspended for punching
Boise State’s Byron Hout
following a loss in the Ducks’
2009 season opener. He earned a
shot at sharing playing time with
Cadillac Williams during last
week’s lopsided loss to the
Pittsburgh Steelers.
The 6-foot, 247-pound Blount
gained 27 yards on six carries,

COLUMNIST’S DISCLAIMER

The views expressed by The Challenger
columnists/advice columnists do not
necessarily reflect the views of
The Weekly Challenger. By publishing
such columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any advice
or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY

© The Weekly Challenger

All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

What are your opinions on The Weekly Challenger?
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three days of practice during the
bye week working exclusively
with the first team offense.
“We like where he’s at,” Olson
said, “and he’ll continue to get
better.”
The third wide receiver taken
in the draft, the 6-foot-2, 220pounder has impressed the Bucs
with his blocking and ability to run
after the catch. He finished with 33
yards receiving last week, and his
continued growth would enable
second-year
pro
Sammie
Stroughter to revert to a role as the
third receiver.
“The transition from college to
the NFL is a big transition.
Everybody has their certain pace,”
Benn said, adding that he’s more
and more comfortable with the
playbook and what he’s asked to
do in the offense.
“I’m just going out there
making the best of every opportunity I get. ... I know my ability, and
I believe in my ability. What I
displayed (last week) is what I can
do. It’s all about me knowing what
I’m doing, so I can do it full speed
and just go out there and do it with
ease.”
Blount has only been with the
team for three weeks after
spending training camp and the
entire preseason with the Titans.
The Bucs had interest in him
before the draft, but wound up not
selecting him. Nevertheless, he
and Morris connected during the
running back’s predraft visit to
Tampa.
“He told me if I ever get here
he was going to take care of me,
and that’s exactly what he’s been
doing. He knows my abilities,”
said Blount, adding that his pro
debut left plenty of room for
improvement.
“I think I could have

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

performed better. I’m never
satisfied with my performance,”
Blount said. “If I think I did
something well, I think I could
have done it even better. ... But
every time I got in there I did feel
like I definitely belong in this
league.”
Morris insisted he’s not
unhappy with Williams, despite
the sixth-year pro’s limited production, including 16 yards
rushing on six attempts against the
Steelers.
“By no means am I saying he’s
played excellent. ... He can play
better,” Morris said, adding
Williams could benefit from
sharing carries with a big back
who can provide a spark. “We
can’t give him 28 carries in a row.”
While the second-year coach
wasn’t excited about having a bye
just three weeks into the season, he
said one positive is his staff was
able to devote extra time to getting
Blount, Benn and others, such as
rookie safety Cody Grimm, ready
to play.
Grimm made his first start last
week, replacing Tanard Jackson,
who is suspended for at least a
year for violating the NFL’s
substance abuse policy. The
seventh-round draft pick gave up a
long touchdown pass to the
Steelers, but Morris said he played
fairly well otherwise.
“I’ve never been affiliated
with a bye this early, so I’m not
sure if it’s advantageous to us yet,”
Morris said.
“But the thing I do know is,
I’m able to get these young
ascending players better looks in
practice and they are going to be
able to get in there and be more
productive and more confident
because they actually got a chance
to do it.”

Raiders Not Yet In Panic Mode
Despite 1-3 Start

All news items, advertising copy and related art
submitted for publication on Thursday must be
at the office of The Weekly Challenger
no later than 4 p.m. Monday

Volume 43 • Number 6
Published Thursday, October, 7, 2010
12 pages • 1 section

including a 12-yard burst that
showed why coach Raheem
Morris and general manager Mark
Dominik are intrigued by his combination of size, speed, quickness
and power.
Blount, who wasn’t drafted,
signed with Tampa Bay after being
released by Tennessee the week of
the season opener. He scored his
first NFL touchdown on a fourthand-1 run in which the Steelers
nearly stopped him before the
rookie got into the end zone on
second effort.
With Williams averaging 2.5
yards per carry with no TDs, the
Bucs are not in a position to ignore
the prospect of increasing Blount’s
workload.
“Anybody’s
who’s
been
involved in pro football understands it’s a big man’s game,”
offensive coordinator Greg Olson
said.
“It’s big people that play this
sport and certainly it helps him _
not just his overall size, but on top
of that he’s able to bring the
element of speed and quickness
you’re looking for in the running
back position,’’ Olson added.
“He’s a good running back, but
what makes him a good running
back at this level is his size.”
The Bucs also were attracted
to Benn’s size and physical style
of play when they selected him in
the draft.
But while another rookie,
fourth-round pick Mike Williams,
earned the starting split end job
right away, Benn has struggled to
get on the field as the flanker, a
position coaches say is much more
difficult for a young player to
learn.
Benn had the first three receptions of his career during the 38-13
loss to the Steelers, then spent

The Bucs (2-1) will travel to Cincinnati to face the Bengals (2-2) Sunday, Oct. 10 at 1:00 p.m.
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Coach Tom Cable

BY JOSH DUBOW

ALAMEDA, Calif (AP) After an offseason full of
optimism, the Oakland Raiders
find themselves in a familiar
position a quarter of the way
through the season.
The Raiders have just one win
after four games and are all alone
in last place in the AFC West
following Sunday’s 31-24 loss at
home to Houston.
“We are not panicking,” safety
Tyvon Branch said Monday. “It’s a
long season. We haven’t even
gotten into our divisional games
yet. We are very optimistic still.
It’s still early, we’re still working
out the kinks. Once we get every-

thing going, we still have so much
potential that we can just go on a
run. That’s what this league is
about, going on runs.”
Once again, the problem for
the Raiders is that they’re having
problems against the opposition’s
rushing attack. They eliminated
most of the needless penalties that
plagued them the first three weeks,
committing just two all game
against Houston.
After being the worst team in
the league at converting red zone
opportunities into touchdowns the
first three weeks, the Raiders got
into the end zone all three times
they had the ball inside the Texans
20.
But unless the Raiders can
figure out how to stop the run, they
could be on their way to an eighth
straight losing season. The performance of the run defense
against the Texans was the worst
of the season.
Even though NFL leading
rusher Arian Foster was benched
for the first 23 minutes by coach
Gary Kubiak in a disciplinary
move, the Texans still ran the ball
easily through the Oakland
defense. Third-stringer Derrick
Ward had 80 yards on 12 carries,
including a 33-yard TD run.
Backup Steve Slaton rushed for 37

yards on five carries.
Then Foster made up for his
lost time by running for 131 yards
on 16 carries, including a 74yarder in the third quarter that put
the Texans up for good. In all, the
Texans finished with 249 yards on
36 carries for an astonishing 6.9
yard per carry average.
“It’s always frustrating when
somebody can run the ball on you
and you’re not stopping them,”
rookie defensive end Lamarr
Houston said. “We know that
we’re a good team. It’s just, small
things we’ve got to fix, pay
attention to details and we’re
working on it. The process is
getting better. It’s getting closer,
it’s getting closer. Soon we’re
going to crack that egg.”
The Raiders used their first
two draft picks on Houston and
middle
linebacker
Rolando
McClain to help shore up a run
defense that has been the worst in
the NFL the past seven seasons.
Oakland also brought in linebackers Kamerion Wimbley and
Quentin Groves and moved
defensive end Richard Seymour
inside as part of a complete
overhaul of the front seven.
But the results so far have
been all too familiar as the Raiders
have been unable to control the

line of scrimmage on defense.
“We didn’t get surprised or
anything like that,” coach Tom
Cable said. “We got outplayed.
That’s what it was. You take from
that the embarrassment, you take
from that the sick feeling you have
in you and you go to work.”
Despite the poor start, there
have been some reasons for
optimism. The Raiders showed an
ability to come back on Sunday,
cutting a 17-point deficit to seven
before an interception that went in
and out of receiver Louis
Murphy’s
hands
ended
a
comeback attempt.
The offense is far improved
from last year, having put up more
than 20 points in each of Bruce
Gradkowski’s two starts. The
Raiders have gained more yards
after four games than they have
since their Super Bowl season of
2002.
“It’s a totally different feel
from last year and this year,”
Murphy said. “A lot of veterans on
this team are fed up with losing
and really want to win. It’s a
different feeling. It’s a good vibe
going around here. We just haven’t
pulled out the close ones, but the
good thing is it’s early in the
season. I’d rather do this early than
late.”
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-2089

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service --------------------11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME,
the oldest African-American Church in St. Pete."

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

REV. RONALD E. WILLIAMS, SR.,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m.
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages) Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m.

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Thursday Nights: 9:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15 a.m.; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30 p.m. ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30 p.m.; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15 p.m.

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

vSunday..............7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB ......6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ..........................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
10th Street Church of God

On Sunday, Oct. 3, the
officers and members of the 10th
Street Church of God will show
their appreciation to Pastor
Ronald Bell and the first family.
Pastor Bell has been the shepherd
of this congregation for last 10
years. Prior to his calling to 10th
Street COG Pastor Bell was
under the tutelage of Rev.
Thomas Scott, senior pastor of
the 34th St. COG in Tampa and
president of the Florida State
Association of the Church of
God.

Pastor Bell is an anointed
man of God. He is a dynamic
preacher and teacher and is innovative in his ability to minister to
people of all ages.
We invite the community to
share in this joyous occasion by
supporting us in the following
services:
Sunday, Oct. 10, 4:00 p.m.
Pastor Ellis Hodge, Word of Life.
Wednesday, Oct. 13, 7:30
p.m. Pastor Charles Jenkins,
Fellowship Baptist Church,
Chicago, IL.

Saturday, Oct. 16, 4:00 p.m.
First Lady’s Evening a time set
aside to celebrate our first lady,
Sis. Carlotta Bell.
Sunday, Oct. 17, 11:00 a.m.
service will host Pastor Biggers,
senior pastor Community Church
of God, Macon, GA.
Culminating the celebration on
Sunday evening will be Rev.
Thomas Scott and congregation.
We extend our love to all who
can and will come out to fellowship with us during this time of
celebration.

Holy, Living Sacrifices
BY BRENT BARNETT

In Exodus 12:5, God
commanded each household in
Israel to take an unblemished
lamb and slaughter it on the
Passover. The blood of the Lamb
was to be put on the doorposts of
their homes so that God would
pass over them and not strike
down their firstborn as He did to
the Egyptians. This was a clear
foreshadowing of Christ who
would shed His innocent blood
for us as the perfect Lamb of
God.
Peter reminds us in 1 Peter
1:19 that we have not been
bought with perishable things
such as silver and gold “but with
precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the
blood of Christ.” Our holy
standing before God come
judgment day is going to be
because we have received Christ
as the One Who alone could
forgive us of our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness (1
John 1:9). It is His blood which
can set us free, and nothing else,
because only He was the unblemished and spotless Lamb of God.
But the imagery of unblemished sacrifices doesn’t end here.
Jesus refers to those who believe
in Him as His sheep (John
10:27), and Paul says in Romans
12:1-2, “Therefore I urge you,
brethren, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies a living
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual
service of worship. And do not be

conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of
your mind, so that you may prove
what the will of God is, that
which is good and acceptable and
perfect.” There is a sense in
which our lives are to resemble
the unblemished lamb of the
Passover and the holy, unblemished Lamb of God, Jesus Christ.
Just as Christ was holy and laid
down His life, so, too, are we to
grow in holiness and lay down
our lives for others. We, the sheep
of God, are to be holy sacrifices
while we are yet living. This we
can do each day as we present our
bodies, hearts, and minds as clean
and holy to God.
Paul speaks of dying daily (1
Corinthians 15:31, Galatians
2:20) and Jesus says that we must
take up our cross daily (Luke
9:23). Each day, we must offer
ourselves to God spiritually,
reckoning ourselves dead to sin
and alive to God (Romans 6:11).
We are alive because Christ has
given us new life. We are holy
because Christ has made us
righteous in His perfect blood.
Yet we are also to be sacrifices,
living daily in practical holiness
as we let God accomplish His
good and perfect will in and
through us. Paul summarized this
mindset in Galatians 2:20 when
he said, “I have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer I
who live, but Christ lives in me;
and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me.” Galatians

5:24 echoes this theme saying,
“Now those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires.” A
holy, living sacrifice lets Christ
have His way and daily reckons
himself dead to sin and free to let
Christ live out His will in and
through him. Being a sacrifice
implies a willingness to die. We
may never have to physically die
for being a Christian, but daily
we do need to die to the flesh as
we remember by faith that we
have been bought with the blood
of the perfect Lamb Who is
working to perfect us also. When
we yield to God, we can see just
how alive we really are.
May God in His mercy
fashion us into those whose lives
are pleasing to Him, and may we
by faith let Him transform us
from the ways of the world to the
unblemished state of our Lord,
the Lamb of God.
Scripture Of The Day:
“Therefore I urge you, brethren,
by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of
worship.” - Romans 12:1
(NASB)
Brenton M. Barnett is the
founder of the free Bible teaching
ministry,
Relevant
Bible
Teaching, found on the web at
http://www.relevantbibleteaching.com. He is also the author of
Catch Fire: A Call to Spiritual
Awakening. Brent’s greatest joys
in life are his wife, Sarah, and
daughter, Anneke.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
October
is
Clergy
Appreciation Month. We give
thanks for those called into the
Ministry of Jesus Christ.
When the Saints Go to
Worship: Mt. Zion’s Sanctuary
Choir appears in a free concert
Saturday, Oct. 9, 5 p.m., at Mt.
Raymond Baptist Church, 2410
4th Avenue, Palmetto, FL.
For
more
information,
contact Min. Kevin Parrott at

727-894-4311, ext. 275, or visit
info@mzprogressive.org.
“We Are Family.” On
Sunday, Oct. 31, Mt. Zion will
have only ONE worship
service; 9-11 a.m. in our main
sanctuary.
Our Music Performing Arts
Conservatory (MPAC) offers
free Fall & Winter Classes:
- School of Music (Piano) ~
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
- School of the Psalmist
(Song Writing & Worship) First
Thursdays, 6-7:15 p.m.
- Choir Preparatory (Voice &

Music
Theory)
Fourth
Thursdays, 6-7:15 p.m.
Class
location:
Youth
Chapel, 921 9th Avenue South.
For more information, visit
info@mzprogressive.org.
ATTENTION YOUTH: We
have a Bible Study just for you
every Wednesday at 6 p.m. in
our Youth Chapel. October’s
study series is “Resisting
Temptation.”
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
f o r a n d thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
October calendar of Events
Oct. 5-9 South Florida
Progressive Association Annual
Session hosted by Greater New
Jerusalem, Lakeland, FL

O c t . 1 0 S t . M a r k ’s 7 9 t h
Church Anniversary
Celebration Kick-off
Oct. 13-15 79th Anniversary
Week night worship services
Oct 16 Anniversary
Cookout at Dell Holmes Park
(11:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.)
Oct 17 Anniversary
Celebration Finale Sunday
during 10:45 a.m. Service and
at 4:00 p.m. Service
Oct. 24 Sunday School
Promotion Day
Oct. 27-30 Congress No. 2
hosted by First Baptist of Sun
City, FL
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general public
are invited to come out and study
the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday
at 6:00 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to join
us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 7:00 p.m.-8:00
p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday evening at
7:00 p.m.
St. Mark after School
Tutoring Ministry: starting soon.

Church News
due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of
each week
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STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS
Florida Students
Pledge To Recycle
Contest encourages recycling and reducing waste in Florida
TA L L A H A S S E E – I n
recognition of America Recycles
Day on November 15, 2010,
Florida students are promising to
protect Florida’s environment by
committing to recycling as part
of the seventh annual Florida K12 Schools Recycling Pledge
Card Contest.
The contest, announced by
the Florida Department of
Environmental
Protection
(DEP), Recycle Florida Today,
Creative Recycling Systems,
Inc. and Publix Super Markets,
is designed to reward the three
Florida schools that submit the
greatest number of pledges per
capita. By participating in the
contest, schools are encouraging
recycling and competing for a
chance to win a refurbished
computer.
“By starting at a young age
and getting involved in
recycling, students can play a
major role in helping Florida
achieve its recycling goal of 75
percent by the year 2020,” said
D E P d i r e c t o r o f Wa s t e
Management Mary Jean Yon.
“Th i s contes t enc oura ge s
Florida’s youth to take personal
responsibility to manage waste
and demonstrate environmental
stewardship at school and at
home.

House Bill 7243, signed into
law in 2010 by Governor Charlie
Crist, established a 75 percent
recycling goal for counties by
2020, which is the highest
recycling goal of any state in the
nation. DEP encourages the
public to assist in reaching this
monumental goal by increasing
recycling efforts and educating
others.
By completing the pledge
cards, students and residents
agree to:
- Renew their personal commitment to recycling, and
increase their recycling efforts at
home, school and work.
- Encourag e o t h ers t o
recycle by serving as a recycling
example in their neighborhoods.
- Tell five fri en d s t h at
recycling is the easiest way to
slow climate change.
- Agree to participate in an
additional recycling related
effort.
The three schools with the
highest number of pledges per
capita will receive a gently used
desktop computer, including a
monitor, courtesy of Creative
Recycling Systems, Inc. In
addition, each individual who
fills out a pledge card will be
entered into a statewide drawing
for either a $100 gift card,

courtesy of Recycle Florida
Today or one of two $100 gift
cards donated by Publix Super
Markets.
DEP encourages students
taking the pledge to learn about
Easy As One – Ordinary actions.
Extraordinary results. DEP’s
Easy As One initiative promotes
easy ways to recycle, reduce
waste and protect the environment. One of the easiest steps is
recycling retail plastic bags and
using reusable shopping bags
instead. To find a plastic bag
recycling location, go to
www.abagslife.com. To learn
more, visit the Easy As One
blog, www.dep.state.fl.us or
follow Easy As One on Twitter,
www.Twitter.com/EasyAsOne
In 2009, more than 25,000
Floridians took the pledge to
recycle and buy more recycled
products through this campaign.
For more information:
- America Recycles Day www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/categories/recycling/AR/2010/ar10.
htm
- 75 Percent Recycling Goal
- ww.dep.state.fl.us/waste/recyclinggoal75.
- Easy As One –
www.dep.state.fl.us/EasyAsOne
or www.Twitter.com/EasyAsOne.

Job Hunters Targeted in Weak
Economy, Warns BBB

As the unemployment rate
hovers around 10 percent, the
Better Business Bureau warns that
unethical individuals are taking
advantage of the opportunity by
preying on the unemployed.
Identifying common red flags is
one way for job hunters to protect
themselves and their wallet.
According to the Labor
Department, new jobless claims in
mid-August unexpectedly jumped
to 500,000, an increase of 12,000
over the previous week. Not only
did jobless claims rise suddenly, but
the length of unemployment is
bleak for many. According to a July
report from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, nearly 45 percent of
unemployed Americans had been
out of work for more than 6
months.
“A lot of people are desperate
for work and may be grasping for
any job, which creates a great
opportunity for unethical activity,”
said Karen Nalven, president of
BBB West Florida. “Victims can
lose hundreds or even thousands of
dollars to any number of jobrelated schemes by not thoroughly
researching the job opportunity.”
BBB recommends looking out
for the following seven red flags
when searching for a job:
Red Flag: The employer
offers the opportunity to become
rich without leaving home .
While many legitimate businesses allow employees to work
from home, there are others who
are trying to take advantage of
senior citizens, stay-at-home
moms, students and injured or
handicapped people looking to
make money conveniently at
home. Job hunters should use
extreme caution when considering

a work-at-home offer and always
research the company with their
BBB first at www.bbb.org.
Red Flag: The employer
asks for money upfront,
It is rarely advisable for an
applicant to pay upfront fees or
make a required purchase to get a
job. BBB often hears from job
hunters who paid a phony
employer for supposedly required
background checks or training for
jobs that didn’t exist. Always
research the job thoroughly before
opening up your wallet. Also be
wary of job placement companies
that ask for large upfront fees to
find you a job.
Red Flag: The salary and
benefits offered seem too-goodto-be-true.
The adage holds true for job
offers: if the deal sounds too good
to be true, it probably is. Phony
employers might brag about exceptionally high salary potential and
excellent benefits for little work
and no experience necessary in
order to lure in unsuspecting job
hunters.
Red Flag: Employer e-mails
are rife with grammatical and
spelling errors .
Online fraud is often perpetrated by individuals located outside
the U.S. Their first language
usually isn’t English and this is
often evident in their poor grasp of
the language which can include
poor grammar and the misspelling
of common words.
Red Flag: The employer
requires you to check your credit
report.
After posting their resumes
online or responding to online job
listings, many job hunters received
what they thought was good news:

an e-mail from an interested
employer. In order to be considered
for the job, the applicant has to
check his or her credit report
through a recommended website.
The truth is, the e-mail is just an
attempt to get the job hunter to
divulge sensitive financial information or sign up for credit monitoring
services.
Red Flag: The employer is
quick to ask for personal information such as Social Security or
bank account numbers .
Some job seekers have been
surprised to learn they’ve gotten a
job without having to do a single
interview. However, when the
employer then asked for personal
information in order to fill out the
necessary paperwork, suspicions
were raised – and rightly so.
Regardless of the reason, a job
applicant should never give out his
or her Social Security or bank
account numbers over the phone or
email and only after they’ve
confirmed the job is legitimate.
Red Flag: The job requires
you to wire money through
Western Union or MoneyGram
or receive and forward suspicious goods.
Many phony jobs require the
employee to cash a check sent by
the company through the mail and
then wire a portion of the money on
to another entity. Reasons given for
this requirement vary. Whatever
the reason though, the check might
clear the employee’s bank account
but will eventually turn out to be a
fake and the employee is out the
money he or she wired back. BBB
also warns against receiving and
mailing suspicious goods—such as
electronics or luxury items—
overseas.
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Black Vote For Meek
Crucial For Sink
BY KEITH LAING
THE NEWS SERVICE OF
FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEEDemocratic U.S. Senate
candidate Kendrick Meek is
struggling to keep Democratic
voters from supporting Gov.
Charlie Crist in their three-way
race for the U.S. Senate with
former House Speaker Marco
Rubio. But state and national
Democratic party leaders have
continued to strongly support
Meek, with some saying he
needs to remain viable to boost
turnout for other Democratic
candidates, particularly Alex
Sink.
Meek “is at the top of the
ticket and people always say
that the top of the ticket helps
down the ballot” said state Rep.
Joe Gibbons, D-Hallandale
Beach, a former chairman of the
state Conference of Black State
Legislators.
University of South Florida
political scientists Susan
MacManus said there’s a calculated effort to keep Meek in the
game not just for this year’s
Democrats, but for another
Democrat who will be on the
ballot in two years.
“Obviously the black vote is
very critical to Democratic
success in statewide elections in
Florida,” said MacManus. “And
obviously the reason the
(Congressional Black Caucus)
is keeping the heat on is because
if people are seen as abandoning
Kendrick Meek, what about
President Obama in 2012?”
With Crist actively courting
Democratic voters, there’s a
concern in the party that the two
will split the Democratic vote,
giving neither a chance to beat
Rubio. In fact, a recent
Quinnipiac University poll
showed a lot of rank-and-file
Democrats may already have
ab a n d o n e d M e e k , w i t h 4 6
percent of Democrats saying
they’ll vote for Crist. That left
Rubion in the lead with 46
percent, Crist with 33 percent
and Meek at 18 percent in the
Sept. 30 survey.
The Quinnipiac Poll did not

measure support for the candidates by race, but MacManus
said one of Meek’s problems is
that voters do not seem to see
electing him to the U.S. Senate
in the same history-making light
they saw electing Obama. “It
seems that Democrats aren’t as
swayed about the path-breaking
nature of Meek as they were
about Obama,” she said.
S t a t e S e n . To n y H i l l ,
D-Jacksonville, is working
to change that. Hill, who is close
to M e e k , c r e a t e d F l o r i d a
African American Caribbean
Empowerment (F.A.C.E.), a
coalition of black lawmakers
and civic groups, to increase
black turnout.
“In ’08, we voted to change
the guard, now it’s our job those of us who are progressive
– to protect the guard we
changed,” said Hill, who was
with Meek when he staged a sitin over affirmative action
informer Gov. Jeb Bush’s
office.
“We’ve got to keep people
engaged,” he said. “This
election is like the mid-term.
Remember in college you had to
pass the mid-term? We have to
have to pass the midterm to
graduate.”
Crist just might caucus with
Democrats if elected, and could
help prevent Republicans from
getting the 60 votes they’d need
to block President Obama’s
agenda. But the White House
has remained behind Meek,
with Vice President Joe Biden
recently stumping and raising
money for Meek in Florida –
even though Crist, a former
Republican, was one of the few
GOP governors to support
Obama’s stimulus package.
Some of that support
could also owe to the White
House’s relationship with the
Congressional Black Caucus.
With Obama’s negatives on the
rise, and some Democrats
blaming him for their plight, the
administration has enough
problems without angering
black members of Congress.
Supporting Crist would do
just that.
Black U.S. Rep. Alcee

Hastings said in a recent
ne w s p a p e r i n t e r v i e w t h a t
support for Meek is a prerequisite for support from the
caucus.
“I told (black officials) not
to buy into the illusion that
Kendrick can't win," Hastings
recently told the St. Petersburg
Times. "I told them about the
historic significance of having
an African-American candidate
win in the South and setting the
stage for President Obama's reelection in 2012. I told them to
tell any candidate that comes
through their area that they can't
support them unless they are
visibly supporting Meek."
Gibbons downplayed the
idea that the White House is
afraid of angering the Black
Caucus, but he agreed Meek
could boost the black vote for
ot h e r D e m o c r a t s r u n n i n g
statewide.
“The involvement of
Washington is being done to
motivate people to help the
entire ticket, not just Kendrick
Meek,” Gibbons said. He added
that regardless of the reason, the
attention from national
Democrats is good for the issues
black voters care about.
“Charlie Crist is getting a
lot of Democratic voters right
now, and that of course includes
some of the black vote,” he said.
“I think that is recognized by the
party, which is a good thing for
black people because we always
say we don’t want to be taken
advantage of by the Democratic
Party.”
Meek is one of two AfricanAmericans running statewide
this year. The other is Jennifer
Carroll, who is on the
Republican ticket as the lieutenant governor candidate with
Rick Scott.
Carroll had been the lone
Republican member of the
Conference of Black State
Legislators.
For more information on
2010 statewide political races,
go to the News Service
Statewide Races backgrounder
at http://www.newsserviceflorida.com/ticker/statewide/stateraces.htm.

Monetary Benefit For Veterans
Are About To Run Out
WASHINGTON – Military
members whose service was
involuntarily extended, or
whose retirement was
suspended between September
11, 2001 and September 30,
2009, due to stop loss are
entitled to retroactive payments
of $500 for each month they
were extended, according to
Department of Defense
officials. But the deadline to
receive those benefits is rapidly
drawing to a close. The
deadline to apply for the
benefits is October 21, 2010.
“You served with honor.
You did your duty. And when
your country called on you
again, you did your duty again.
Now, it’s time to collect the
special pay that you deserve,”
said President Barack Obama
during a recent White House
announcement.
Only about 58,000 of the
145,000 eligible claims have
been paid, leaving more than

$300 million available to
eligible veterans. The average
payout for each veteran is close
to $4,000.
The president said that the
program has caused some
confusion and skepticism
among those who have served.
“Some veterans think this is
some sort of gimmick or scam,
or that it’s a way for the government to call you back to service.
Nothing is further from the
truth. You worked hard. You
earned this money. It doesn’t
matter whether you were active
or reserve, whether you’re a
veteran who experienced ‘Stop
Loss’ or the survivor of a
service member who did – if
your service was extended,
you’re eligible,” said Obama.
The 2009 War Supplemental
Appropriations Act established
the Retroactive Stop Loss
Special Pay and throughout the
past year the services have been
reaching out to eligible

veterans, service members and
their families through direct
mail, veteran service organizations and the media. But by law
there is no authorization to
make payments on claims
submitted after October 21,
2010.
Eligible members should
print, complete and sign
Department of Defense Form
2944, Claim for Retroactive
Stop Loss Payment. They must
then select the appropriate
method for submitting their
claim form based upon their
service requirements.
The information can be
found on their service’s stop
loss web site, accessible from
www.defense.gov/home/feature
s/2010/0710_stoploss/, or call:
Army: (877) 736-5554; Navy:
(901) 874-4427; Marine Corps:
(877) 242-2830 and Air Force:
(800) 525-0102.
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